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Compatriots Walter Baker, Perkins Patton and I
attended the 119th Congress in Atlanta, GA in
July. Perkins was elected Vice President General
for the Rocky Mountain District and I was
elected Trustee for the NMSSAR.

We continue to add new members to the society
and we would like to welcome new Albuquerque
members Richard Almeter, Curtis Carley and
James Robertson a new Dual Member; new
Santa Fe member Ken Scoggins; and Statewide
member Wayne Graham. We have seven
applications currently in and being processed at
National and two others just being submitted to
us. We are currently carrying 101 members in
the State Society.
We are expecting to issue a directory of all
current NMSSAR members within the next few
weeks.
We are also sad to report the passing of
Compatriot Warren Howard Link of the
Albuquerque Chapter.

.

I accepted four national awards from PG David
N. Appleby for the NMSSAR – The Houston
Chapter Award, The Friends of the Library
Award, The Admiral William R. Furlong
Memorial Award & Streamers, and The
Officers’ Streamers Award. NMSSAR was the
winner of the 2008-09 “VPG’s Challenge”.

**********************
Las Cruces Chapter Changes its
name to The Gadsden Chapter

At its June 27th meeting at the La Posta
Restaurant in Mesilla, NM, the Las Cruces
chapter voted to change its name to reflect its
broader range of membership and to honor
James Gadsden who authored and signed the
Gadsden Treaty with Mexico on December 30,
l853 in the La Posta.
James Gadsden’s
grandfather was Brigadier General Christopher
Gadsden, a Revolutionary War hero. This
Treaty, ratified by both countries on June 30,
1854 (155 years ago) gave the US 45,535 square
miles of land at a cost of 10 million dollars and
redefined the border of New Mexico and
Arizona (New Mexico Territory) to its present
configuration.

I encourage all our members to attend the
Annual Congress.
Remember the 2012
Congress is in Phoenix.
New Mexico is
responsible for the conference registration. We
need more members to work at the registration
desk.
As summer comes to a close, it is time to start
thinking about what we are going to do in our
SAR chapters this fall. Think about what
activities we need to participate in to publicize
SAR. We need to let people know what SAR
stands for and what we do.

NMSSAR Centennial Dinner Celebration on
Saturday, November 7th, SAVE THE DATE
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In Santa Fe the SAR and DAR presented the
colors on Saturday, June 13th at the Bataan
Memorial in Santa Fe and on Sunday, June 14th
at the dedication of the Glorietta Memorial Trail
in Pecos, New Mexico.

Treasurer’s Report
John Farris
Our bank balance as of 20 June 2009 is
$ 6,473.36. This decrease from my last report is
because of several activities. One of these was
the payment to the three Chapters for their dues
that totaled $930.00. This is $10.00 per member
for 93 members in our Society.
Payment was made to the Arizona Society for
the 2012 Congress of $485.00. This is the first
installment of our commitment to the Congress
from the added $5.00 dues per member per year.
Administrative and Awards costs for the
newsletter, postage, storage unit rental, medals
and certificates was $804.60 paid this quarter.
There are no unpaid bills that have been
submitted to your treasurer. There are also no
funds due to the treasurer except for member
reinstatement or new member dues. Our
account reconciles at the end of each month
with our bank statement from Bank of the West.
NMSSAR Centennial Dinner Celebration on
Saturday, November 7th, SAVE THE DATE
************************************

NMSSAR Flag Day Celebrations
DAR members Patricia Kuhlhoff and Patsy
Bailey present the Colors followed by Santa Fe
Chapter President Jimmie Fennell and
NMSSAR President Jim Thornton. Rough rider
and Civil War re-in-actors follow in the Massing
of the Colors at the Greer Garson Ranch in
Pecos, New Mexico on Flag Day. A ceremony
opening the Glorietta Battlefield memorial trail
was the feature on this Flag Day.
NMSSAR Board of Managers Meeting
In Las Cruces George Biles in Uniform of the
Revolutionary War raises the Colors with the
help of Patricia Patton and Ron Camunez at the
Munson Senior Center. After the flag raising
George gave a presentation about the flag to the
residents and friends at the Center.

The BOM meeting took place in Las Cruces on
June 27 at the Emerick Building’s Board Room.
Members Present were: Ray Alexander, Walt
Baker, William Baker, George Biles, David
Harris, Perkins Patton and Eugene Tomlinson.
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Award of the NSSAR Law Enforcement
Commendation Medal to Sheriff Todd
Garrison, Doña County Sheriff

Editors note:
The NMSSAR is active on many projects that
meet our Society’s Mission Statement and
provide us with opportunities to demonstrate
patriotism, flag etiquette, and to educate our
youth about our founding fathers and our
democratic principles. The committee reports
and our chapter activities covered in this issue
are examples of our efforts in that regard.
NMSSAR COMMITTEE ACTIONS
REPORTS AND FUTURE PROJECTS
ROTC AND JROTC RECEIVE AWARDS.
The Awards committee is compiling the ROTC
(17) and Eagle Scout Awards conferred this
year. ROTC awardees were:
NMSU Cadet Brandon Paniagua (AROTC)
NMSU Cadet Lucas Gelardi (AFROTC)
LCHS Cadet Major Jonathan Persinger
Santa Teresa HS Cadet Alberto Vieweg
Gadsden HS Cadet Roger Rodriguez
Alamogordo HS Cadet Michael W. Quick
Oñate HS Cadet Robert Tronti
Mayfield HS C/A1C Orlando Melon
Hot Springs HS (T or C) C/2Lt Evan Tooley

On May 9th, 2009, in Las Cruces with 19
members and guests in attendance, Sheriff Todd
Garrison, Doña Ana County Sheriff, received
the NSSAR Law Enforcement Commendation
Medal.

Special Awards presented by the NMSSAR are:
Award of the Robert E. Burt Boy Scout
Volunteer Award Medal to Compatriot Perkins
Patton.

.
On May 19th, 2009 Gadsden Chapter President,
George Biles and the Rev. Perkins Patton, in
Uniform, presented Mr. Richard A. Doll of Las
Cruces with the SAR’s Flag Certificate,
authorized in 1987 by the SAR to those who
faithfully and properly fly the American Flag.
Mr. Doll flies the flag each day in front of his
home in Las Cruces.

On May 9th, 2009, in Las Cruces, Rev. Perkins
L. Patton was awarded the Robert E. Burt Boy
Scout Volunteer Award Medal by Capt. (Ret.)
Walter Baker. Patton a former NMSSAR State
President has long been active in Scouting
activities.

3

COLOR GUARD UPDATE

CHAPTER REPORTERS FOR OUR
QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER

Perkins Patton, Chairman for the Color
Guard indicated that there are three
members in the Gadsden (Las Cruces)
Chapter and two, possibly three in the
Farmington/Colorado area that have
uniforms and can present the Colors and
school educational programs.

Each Chapter should have a reporter that
will send to the editor the Chapter’s report
for the quarter. (Up to now the editor has
been making the report from information
provided from the minutes and other input
from the Chapter.) The Editor suggests that
a Chapter report would be more appropriate.
A column format, font, and details will be
available to the reporters. Do we have any
member interested in being a reporter?

HISTORIAN REPORT
Ray Alexander reported for Teddy Adams.
He described the costs for printing and
binding a history report as part of our 100year celebration. The history can (1) be put
on the website and (2) be printed with
limited copies that members can purchase in
advance of the printing, if they so choose. .

Presidio Uniforms of the 1780’s

NMSSAR OFFICERS HANDBOOK:

Gene Tomlinson reported on the NMSSAR
Color Guard. Gene indicated that we have 4
to 5 members each in the Santa Fe and
Albuquerque Chapters that have expressed
an interest in being in a Color Guard. The
goal is to have a Color Guard in uniform in
2010 for the Santa Fe 400-year anniversary
and to participate in the 2012 Congress in
Phoenix in July of 2012, as well as other
instate presentations and parades that may
be suitable for NMSSAR participation.

Gene Tomlinson reported that he has sent all
officers
and
Handbook
Committee
members, via attachment to an e-mail, the
updated rough draft of the Officers Duties
Handbook. He has asked that all review the
entire document, but particularly their own
office or committee and make any changes,
suggestions or concerns so another more
definitive draft can be produced for review
by the September BOM meeting.

WEBSITE REPORT

Information regarding the 1780 Presidio
uniform is available including where it can
be purchased or made and the details
regarding the uniform that guardsmen need
to possess. NMSSAR members interested
in being in the Color Guard(s) should
notify their Chapter President of their
interest.

William Baker, our webmaster, reported on
the website. He noted that other state
Societies have gone to WebFusion.com that
can provide from 10,000GB to 200,000GB
storage for a fixed cost per year of $31 to
$71. Since we need a great deal more
storage for the information we wish to place
on the web, the WebFusion.com site(s) will
provide us almost unlimited space for our
future need with 24/7 technical support.
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The Board enthusiastically accepted
William’s proposal and he was directed to
proceed. An update to our website format
and layout was also approved. Stay tuned
for information on our updated website.

County. Sheriff Garrison then spoke to the
Chapter about law enforcement issues in
Dona Ana County.

Santa Fe Chapter

On June 27th the Gadsden Chapter met at La
Posta Restaurant in Mesilla, NM. There
were 36 members, prospective members and
guests in attendance.

(See Awards section above for details.)

On April 9th at a luncheon meeting Steve
Watkins, member of the Santa Fe Chapter,
presented the "George Washington Letters
of 1776", "How it all Began", Drumbeats of
the March to Independence. He provided
copies of the Washington letters and one
map drawn by George Washington and one
map drawn by the British Army Surveyor.

The motion made by Perkins Patton to
change the name of the Las Cruces Chapter
to the Gadsden Chapter was discussed and
approved by the members in attendance.
Rev. Canon Charles De Vries, PhD, the
oldest member in attendance with his 90th
birthday being celebrated was honored with
a proclamation from the Chapter for his long
service to the SAR.

On May 13 at our luncheon meeting Burgess
Weaver, member of the Santa Fe Chapter,
discussed the Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan
situation from his military experience. He
made the point that it may not be a winning
situation with the population so split and at
odds with each other and with the west.
Burgess agreed to return to discuss how to
document a family history to pass on to the
next generation. This presentation will be
presented in the fall.

Albuquerque Chapter
At the May 23 luncheon meeting Mike
Barger, a member of the Albuquerque
Chapter, and his daughter, Stephanie
presented Vane Scott’s Many Faces of
Glory. The program introduced a detailed
history of flags and their importance in
history concluding with the Star Spangled

Dr. Swickard presents with Rev. De Vries
looking on in the light colored jacket.
Dr. Michael Swickard, a commentator and
former professor at NMSU spoke on the
subject of “New Mexico’s Role in the
American Revolution” Note: We have his
talk available and may be able to hear him
on our NMSSAR website as well.

Banner.
Gadsden (Las Cruces) Chapter
On May 9th the Las Cruces Chapter, with 19
members and guests present. Awards were
presented to Perkins Patton for his work
with the Boy Scouts and to Dona Ana
County Sheriff, Todd Garrison, for his
outstanding efforts on behalf of Dona Ana

NMSSAR Centennial Dinner Celebration
on Saturday, November 7th, SAVE THE
DATE
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